5% Z B4 THE LOVE FEAST

The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals Jesus
shared with disciples during his ministry and expressing the koinonia (community, sharing,
fellowship) enjoyed by the family of Christ.
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John Wesley first experienced the Love Feast among the Moravians in Savannah, Georgia in
1736. He wrote in his diary: "After evening prayers, we joined with the Germans in one of
their love—feasts. It was begun and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so
decent and solemn a manner as a Christian of the apostolic age would have allowed to be
worthy of Christ."

It quickly became a regular part of Methodist society meetings in Great Britain.
PHrBRLZE T 1736 4EE £ [H Georgia #M [ Savannah 18 2 BE R 48V N %, B IRE T
TR o AMERRHRS, R, RIS TR EE AR Z . XN RS LUK
REHGEIT IR S AR . RAU 7 R A R AL =, A f A S g BB A, o
E%;ﬁxo »

EARPEC S E THA SRS —E 5

The Love Feast has often been held on occasions when the celebration of the Lord's Supper
would be inappropriate. For example, when there is no one present authorized to administer
the Sacrament. Traditionally, the Love Feast is held around a table or with persons seated in a
circle in the church sanctuary, fellowship hall, or home.
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Today, many churches have not been able to gather physically due to restrictions imposed to
curb COVID-19. Online communion is not encouraged among CMCA churches due to the
communal nature and the incarnational nature of Holy Communion. Therefore, The Board of
Worship and Music is providing this brief ritual, encouraging churches that are unable to
meet physically to conduct Love Feast as a way of sharing the faith and forming community
on Sundays that the Holy Communion is normally conducted.
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Even though the origin of Love Feast in the early church was closely interconnected with the
origins of the Lord’s Supper, there are differences between the two.
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The love feast is essentially different from a communion meal in several ways.
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In CMCA, we believe that the Holy Spirit is present at the communion meal, which, with
baptism, is one of only two of the denomination’s sacraments. These sacraments must be
performed by an elder and in the physical presence of the community.
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The love feast is a ritual, and not a sacrament, it can be held by anyone, anywhere —
including a live-streamed and recorded video.
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The key features of a Love Feast are "sharing, belonging and fellowship." This can be done
through Testimonies and praise, Prayer, Scripture and sharing of food.
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Preparation #i£%:

It is customary not to use communion bread or grape juice because to do so might confuse the
Love Feast with the Lord's Supper. The bread may be a loaf of ordinary bread, crackers, rolls,
or a sweet bread baked especially for this service. The beverage has usually been water, or
other beverages. Set the “table” in your worship space to resemble tables at home.
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The following is a liturgy of Love Feast modified for use during a worship service when
worshippers are restricted in meeting physically. Praise and Scripture are already part of the
worship service and therefore they are not included in this liturgy. It can be used on a week
that would “normally” involve Holy Communion.

For churches that can meet physically but are restricted by numbers due to limited space,
Holy Communion liturgy for “Persons who are sick or homebound” (See Attachment) can be
used.
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Welcome to our online love feast, which is a way of expressing the sharing,
belonging and fellowship we have together as followers of Jesus.
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Get ready some bread or crackers and water or other beverages before you start.
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The love feast is a means of God’s grace that is experienced in the fellowship with
each other and with God. It is a way to remember Christ’s presence on earth, and
to celebrate with gratitude the spirit of God’s love.
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Even though circumstances and concern for the common good have kept us from
gathering to share the Holy Communion in person, we can still gather to pray.
Even we are separated in the body, yet we are ONE IN THE SPIRIT and ONE IN
CHRIST JESUS!
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Prayer %%

Holy God, we thank you that wherever we are you are with us. We praise you that
in Christ we have new life. Unite us in this worship by your Holy Spirit that we
may each know your blessing. Amen.
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The Agape Feast X ZR&

Here before us, we have some water and bread.

It is important to know that this feast is not a Eucharistic feast,

but one of love and fellowship.

Let us commemorate our unity through Christ, and feast on the spirit of love who
is Christ.
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Passing of the Bread f&3£#

Break and eat the piece of bread that you are holding. Remember the times you
have received bread in the sacrament of Holy Communion. Remember those who
gathered with you. Remember the presence of Christ in that moment. Be assured
that Christ is with you in every moment of your life.

Sit silently and allow Christ’s love to surround you.
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Passing of the Cup f&i#4F

Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.”

HRER G : N M TP R K K= AN . BT
Prayer of Thanksgiving BB #%% (Minister/leader can lead a thanksgiving prayer)
Testimonies/Prayers WiF/#4

A time of prayer for the needs of people who are on your mind and heart.
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A Hymn/Song of Thanksgiving /& & #Fik

Dismissal with Blessing #i4&
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With Persons Who Are Sick or Homebound

lhe pure, unfermented juice of the grape or an equivalent shall be used
during the service of Holy Communion.

Since the earliest Christian times, communion has been brought as an
extension of the congregation’s worship to sick or homebound persons
unable to attend congregational worshi, ;
The following service is very flexible, depending upon the circumstances of
the pastoral visit. “The people” may be simply the pastor and one other
person. The service may be very informal and conversational. There should

be every possible sensitivity to the particular needs of the person(s)
receiving communion.

The pastor, or laypersons at the direction of the pastor, may distribute the
consecrated bread and cup to sick or homebound persons as soon as
feasible following a service of Word and Table as an extension of that
service. When this service is used as g distribution of the consecrated
bread and cup, the Great Thanksgiving is omitted, but thanks should be
given after the bread and cup are received.

There should be whatever participation is feasible by those receiving
communion. Sometimes this may simply be gestures and expression.
Familiar acts of worship that persons may know by memory—the Lord’s
Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, or the Twenty-third Psalm, for instance—may
be used. Sometimes it is possible to sing one or more hymns.

Those distributing communion should also be sensitive to the power of
acts such as calling the person by name, touching the person, encouraging
the remembrance of significant experiences, and allowing sick or
homebound persons to minister to the visitors.

The people come together and exchange greetings in the Lord’s name.

Scriptures are read and interpreted, and prayer and praise are offered.
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INVITATION

Christ our Lord invites to his Table
all who love him, and seek to grow into his likeness.

Let us draw near with faith, make our humble confession,
and prepare to receive this Holy Sacrament.

CONFESSION AND PARDON
We do not presume to come to this your Table, merciful Lord,
trusting our own goodness, but in your unfailing mercies.
We are not worthy that you should receive us,
but give your Word and we shall be healed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that is proof of God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

THE PEACE
Signs and words of God’s peace are exchanged

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
The bread and cup are prepared for the meal

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The pastor prays as follows if the bread and Cup are to be consecrated. If
they have already been consecrated, this prayer is omitted.

If a layperson is distributing the consecrated bread and cup, this prayer is
omitted.
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Lift up your heart(s) and give thanks to the Lord our God. kD B2 ME E, AEIRATF R U R
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Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. : : T i " T A6 32 b b
You made us in your image, to love and to be loved. W‘ﬂﬁ#ﬁH"J%%@hﬁ?ﬁmfhﬁ%‘mH“%;}ziﬁ AR
When we turned away, and our love failed, AWATEIFHR, REBIRH DI, FRE v gl -

your love remained steadfast. AL TERERIE B 27 . LS 'S,
By the suffering, death, and resurrection of your only Son Jesus Christ VRERSL T ¥R, R 5 SE 5 40T M AN,

you delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
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gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: Fxﬂ#ﬁﬁlﬁi X ¥ %ﬁﬁéj I],ﬁﬁ'% RN 45 1
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. ORISRz, X Bﬁl% i 5| :" ’
Do this in remembrance of me." PRATRL 2 kA7, 2l &Ik
When the supper was over he took the cup, WE NEEM kK, [ ﬁ(ﬁ@’ Jﬂ?ﬁ e :
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“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, ' RARAT AR N S R,

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. PRATY AR 3 W 1) BF i, BEAn kAT, A EIEER. 7

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, T A7 76 W 3 5 R R E B

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving VEH S 0h (5 4%, 5B NIRNTFTER b OSSRt S,
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us.

May your Holy Spirit fill us gathered here, JE R E‘Ji‘ }l ﬂt%? fﬁ_fﬁﬁ?m ’
and anoint these gifts of bread and cup. 1 S5 R 19 AL 5 — DS A
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, ' 56 A RN R 2B 1 B AR S 56,
that we may be for the world the body of Ch rist, ik BRATT A A B S ) SR

redeemed by his blood. 1t AT AT T B A




By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory,

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD
In silence or with appropriate words

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
With these or other words being exchanged

Name, the body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
Name, the blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.
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When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order.

Thanks may be given after communion. A hymn, song, or chorus may be sung. If the
consecrated bread and cup have been given and there has been no Great
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Thanksgiving, the following prayer is suggested after Communion: '.
Most bountiful God, : $§Hﬁj:'ﬁ?, Jits i

we give you thanks for the world you have created, AV AR i ki

for the gift of life,
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whose holy life, suffering and death, and glorious resurrection FEEAD S VE AR, 2. SR R R B

have delivered us from slavery to sin and death. - SR AT I T B 5B T AR B P R K
We thank you that.m the power of your Holy Spirit, AR, PR R R R AR,

you have fed us in this Sacrament, ) e AT R s

united us with Christ, Wmﬁ%%uﬁﬁ&ﬂ} e -

and given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. #itﬁiﬂ‘]?%%‘ﬁ’%?’ﬁﬁﬁﬂiimﬁﬁl Bs e LI
We are your children, and yours is the glory, now and for ever, AR L, BV IaE R, WS IR

through Jesus Christ our Lord. TR 0 2 H R R AR
Amen. K11
BLESSING |
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, | nE

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
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